Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 PRETOR 05234 061606Z 
ACTION AF-10 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 12 10-13 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO 
NSAE-00 NSCE-00 SSO-OO ICAE-00 INRE-00 PM-05 H-01 
INR-10 L-03 PA-01 SP-02 SS-15 HA-05 /078 W 

123900 061607Z/43 

OR061555Z SEP 78 

FM AMEMBASSY PRETORIA 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 2417 

INFO USMISSION GENEVA 

AMCONSUL IOHANNESBURG 

AMEMBASSY LONDON 

AMCONSUL CAPE TOWN 

AMCONSUL DURBAN 

USMISSION USUN NEW YORK IMMEDIATE 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE PRETORIA 5234 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
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SUBJECT: MOTLANA BANNED 

REF: JOHANNESBURG 1571 

1 . CHAIRMAN OF THE SOWETO COMMITTEE OF TEN, DR. NTHATHO HARRISON 
MOTLANA INFORMED EMBOFF ON SEPTEMBER 6 THAT HE WAS SERVED WITH A 
BANNING ORDER AT APPROXIMATELY 1415 LOCAL TIME. AS SOON AS MOTLANA 
MENTIONED BANNING ORDER, PHONE WAS DISCONNECTED. EMBOFF CALLED 
MOTLANA AGAIN AND WAS TOLD THAT BANNING ORDER EXPIRES ON 
SEPTEMBER 30, 1978 AND PROHIBITS MOTLANA FROM ATTENDING ANY 
MEETING WHERE GOVERNMENT POLICY IS DUSCUSSED. ORDER ALSO PROHIBITS 
MOTLANA FROM ADDRESSING ANY GATHERING OF STUDENTS AND ENTERING ANY 
EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTION. MOTLANA BELIEVES THAT ORDER WAS DE- 
SIGNED TO PREVENT HIM FROM ATTENDING THREE PART SEMINAR ON 

"CRISIS IN EDUCATION" SCHEDULED TO TAKE PLACE SEPTEMBER 6, 

13, AND 20 AT WITWATERSRAND UNIVERSITY. MOTLANA MENTIONED THAT 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 PRETOR 05234 061606Z 

THE BAN DOES NOT INCLUDE ANY GEOGRAPHICAL RESTRICTION BEFORE 
EMBOFF'S SECOND PHONE CALL WAS DISCONNECTED. BEFORE 
DISCONNECTION, MOTLANA AND EMBOFF AGREED THAT ORDER IS A "BANNTTE". 

2. COMMENT: AS REPORTED IN REFTEL, MOTLANA WAS PREVIOUSLY 
THREATENED WITH "PERMANENT DETENTION" IF HE CONTINUED WITH HIS 
OUTSPOKEN MANNER. WE CAN ONLY GUESS AT THE FEASON FOR HE 
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SAG'S UNCHARACTERISTIC RESTRAINT IN MOVING AGAINST MOTLANA AT 
THIS TIME. PERHAPS. IN ADDITION TO KEEPING HIM AWAY FROM THE 
EDUCATION SEMINAR, IT IS INTENDED AS A WARNING. IT MAY ALSO 
REFLECT HEIGHTENED SENSITIVITY TO BOTH DOMESTIC AND INTERNATIONAL 
ATTITUDES. WHATEVER THE REASONS BEHIND THIS LIMITED STEP 
AT THIS PARTICULAR TIME, THE SAG WILL CERTAINLY ACT MORE 
VIGOROUSLY AGAINST MOTLANA WHENEVER IT IS DEEMED NECESSARY. 

EDMONDSON 
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